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The parliamentary 
and presidential 
elections will be held 
in September, three 
months later than 
originally planned, 
the reconstruction 
minister said 

yesterday. 

Speaking before 
next week's 

international 
Afghanistan 
conference in Berlin, 
Mohammed Amin 
Farhang said on 
German radio that 
the government had 
decided it was 
necessary to 

"postpone [the 
elections] by three 


months for technical 
reasons, because 
the United Nations 
has been unable to 
complete all the 
arrangements". 

News of the 
postponement was 
confirmed • by 

western diplomats 
who said it would be 
announced at the 
conference. 
Speaking in Kabul, 
Mr Farhang told, 
"both elections, the 
presidential election 
and the 

parliamentary 
election, would be 
held at the same 
time, with a day 


between [the polls]". 
There had been 
widespread 
speculation that the 
elections, seen as 
crucial for 

enhancing political 
stability in the 
country, would be 
postponed, largely 
because voter 
registration has 
been slow. 

Of the estimated 10 
million eligible 
voters only about 
1.5million * have 
been registered, 
president Karzai 
had also indicated 
this week that the 
polls would be 
postponed, 
according to reports. 
Mt Farhang said the 
postponement was 
a "very good 
compromise 
solution" that would 
be accepted by the 
international 
community and by 
the Afghan people, 
"because they will 
know that the 
government does 
not want to have a 
monopoly of power". 
An earlier option had 


been to hold the 
parliamentary 
elections - which 
require greater 
logistical and 

security support - 
several months after 
the presidential 
election, which was 
due by mid-2004 
under an 

international 
agreement on 

Afghanistan's 
reconstruction. 

The minister's 

comments appear to 
reflect concerns in 
Kabul and the UN 
that if the 
parliamentary polls 
were delayed the 
government could 
appear keen to hang 
on to power. 

A recent report by 
Kofi Annan, the UN 

secretary-general, 
said those in Kabul 
and elsewhere who 
favored holding the 
presidential election 
first were keen to 
keep the political 
timetable on track. 
But the UN said 
others strongly 
desired 
"simultaneous 


elections to ensure 
the power of the 
president is 

institutionally 
balanced from the 
beginning". 

"In considering the 
options, the 

foremost concern 
must be that the 
Afghan peace 

process is moved 
forward rather than 
put at risk of being 
destabilized," the UN 
said. "Therefore the 
necessary 

preconditions for 
elections must be in 
place." 

Mr. Farhang 

stressed that the 
conference should 
foster greater 

international co¬ 
operation on 

supporting the 

Afghan 

government's efforts 
to control the 
production and sale 
of poppies used in 
opium and heroin. 
The government 
would present 
proposals on 

building such 

international co¬ 
operation, he said. 


Ill, • 
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KABUL (Reuters) - Government 
is to laurith an ambitious drive to 
improve security for elections by 
demobilizing nearly 40,000 
soldiers loyal to regional • 
powerbrokers by June, the 
government said. 

President Karzai will soon sign a 
decree formalizing a National 

Security Council decision to 
demobilize the men who 
represent about 40 percent of 
such forces, Deputy Defense 
Minster Abdul Rahim Wardak said 
on state television. 

A government official, who did not 
want to be identified, said the 
drive would affect all regional 
powerbrokers with private military 
forces, including the governor of 
Herat, Ismail Khan, whose forces 
clashed with pro-government 
forces last week. 

Other forces to be targeted 
included those of northern Uzbek 
strongman Abdul Rashid Dostum, 


his Tajik rival Ustad Atta 
Mohammad and Abdul Rabb 
Rasoul Sayyaf, a powerful 
commander in the Kabul area. 

The commanders of the militias 
are mostly officials in Karzai's 
government but are seen as major 
obstacles to his efforts to extend 
his rule into restive provinces and 
to the holding of free elections 
later this year. 

The demobilization plan would * 
cover the decommissioning of 16 
militia divisions, 13 brigades, 17 
regiments and 12 battalions and 
the reduction in size of seven 
divisions, nine brigades and four 
regiments, Wardak said in his 
announcement. 

The first phase would involve the 
demobilization of 39,141 soldiers. 
"We will start this as soon as 
possible," he said 
"The next step will be the total 

abolishment of military 
organizations except the Afghan 
National Army." 

Lieutenant-General Rick Hillier, 
commander of the NATO-led 
peacekeeping force in Afghanistan, 
told Reuters it was fully behind the 
government's disarmament plans. 
"Clearly the international * 
community would support with 
military forces to perhaps help the 
process occur smoothly, an 
important factor of actually making 
it happen," he said. 

The government official said 
military units would have to hand 
over all their heavy weapons to 


the Defense Ministry. 

Subsequent phases would aim to 
demobilize all armed forces 
outside the new army by June 
2005. 

The plan represents an 
adjustment of a Japanese-led 
disarmament program which has 
been targeting individual soldiers, 
but has only succeeded in 
demobilizing about 5,400 men, he 
said. 

"We have learned from that and 
realize we have .to target units 
and commanders, especially 
those who are considered 
problematic in a region," the 
official said. 

"We have to deal with the 
behavior of some people who 
claim to be part of the military 
structure, but in fact are behaving 
like thugs. 

"We expect there won’t be any 

significant resistance to this 
decision because apart from the 
determination of the government, 
it is also based on the wishes of 
the people." 

Under a 2001 agreement, 
elections are supposed to held in 
June, but that date is no longer 
considered viable given slow 
voter registration and security 
worries. 

A government official said the 
United Nations had urged 
Afghanistan to delay presidential 
and parliamentary polls until 
September, but the government 
was still studying the timing._ 


KABUL (Reuters) - The 
presidential and 

parliamentary elections, 
originally planned for June, 
will be in September, 
President sKarzai said on 
Sunday, as fresh attacks 
underlined the security 
worries behind the delay. 
Announcing the agreement 
on September elections on 
the eve of a trip to Berlin for 
an aid donors' conference, 
Karzai said election security 
would be one of the main 


fighting between pro- 
government factions in 
Herat, until then considered 
one of the most peaceful 
parts of the country. 

The Taliban, driven from 
power by U.S.-led forces in 
2001, have already 
threatened to disrupt the 
polls and more than 600 
people have been killed in 
militant-related violence in 
the south and east of the 
country since last August. 

A Taliban spokesman said 


issues he would raise at the 
meeting. 

As he spoke, news was 
reaching Kabul from a 
remote central province of a 
Taliban raid on an army 
post that killed at least two 
soldiers, while a series of 
blasts in a southeastern 
town killed a suicide bomber 
and wounded six people. 
The decision on September 
polls came after the United 
Nations said both the 
presidential and 

parliamentary elections 
could not be held in June, 
as outlined in an 
international agreement that 
brought Karzai to power in 
late 2001 

Instead, the United Nations 
and Afghan election 
authorities had 

recommended both 

elections be held in 
September. 

'They said that *hey can 
hold the presidential and 
parliamentary elections 
simultaneously, which was 
the wish of all of us," Karzai 
told reporters, referring to 
the United Nations and the 
Afghan election committee. 
'Therefore, they have 
proposed the dates of late 
Mizan (early September) 
and Sunbola (mid 


in a statement issued late 
on Saturday a delay in the 
etectiops was an 
embarrassment for the 
United States and the 
Karzai government, and the 
election was aimed at 
distracting Afghans from 
jihad, or Muslim holy war. 
The United States is adding 
about 2,000 Marines to the 
13,500-strong U.S.-led 
foreign force in Afghanistan 
to intensify the hunt for al 
Qaeda and Taliban fugitives 
and boost security ahead of 
elections. 

In the latest violence, 
Taliban fighters raided an 
Afghan army post in the 
volatile central Uruzgan 
province killing at least two 
soldiers, an official in the 
area said. Three soldiers 
were wounded and 10 were 
missing, he said. 

A Taliban spokesman said 
11 government soldiers 
were killed in the pre-dawn 
attack. 

In a separate incident, a 
suicide bomber trying to 
attack a military base in the 
southeastern town of Khost 
was killed when his bomb 
exploded prematurely, a 
military commander said. 

In another attack in Khost, 
six civilians, and a child, 


September) and we have 
agreed with them and said 
that it is OK," he said. 

The timing and conduct of 
the election is important as 
analysts believe President 
Bush is looking to the polls 
for a foreign policy success 
story ahead of his own re- 
election bid in November. 
Under the 2001 Bonn 
agreement that led to the 
establishment of Karzai's 
government, elections were 
seen in Juno, but that date 
was no longer considered 
viable given slow 
registration of voters and 
security worries. 

The United Nations says 
only 1.46 million voters were 
registered by March 15, far 
short of the target of 10.5 
million people. Poor security 
is a main reason for the 
slow registration. 

The United Nations had 
suggested a July election 
might not provide enough 
time to organize security to 
ensure a safe vote, a 
presidential spokesman said 
last week. 

'The U.N says that the later 
the election is held, the safer 
it is likely to be," said the 
spokesman, Jawed Ludin. 
Security worries were 
heightened by recent 


were wounded in a rocket 
attack on a restaurant near 
the town's airport, where 
U.S. forces are based, the 
commander said. 

In a third attack in Khost 
on Saturday night, three 
hand grenades were 
thrown at homes of Afghan 
soldiers, some of whom 
work with U.S. forces. No 
one was hurt in that 
attack. 

Karzai declined to put a 
figure on how much aid 
the government was 
hoping for at the Berlin 
meeting but he said 
election security would be 
a paramount issue. 

"I will emphasize security 
for the Afghan people 
during the elections so 
they can vote freely and of 
their choice,” he said. 
Finance Minister Ashraf 
Ghani Ahmadzai has said 
the country needs about 
$27 billion in aid over the 
next seven years. 

A previous donors 
meeting in Tokyo following 
the fall of the Taliban had 
pledged $4.5 billion. 
About half of that has 
been spent on 
reconstruction and 

emergency humanitarian 
projects. 
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And now once again we 
suffer of the regretful 
and painful news of a 
brother's murder by the 
hand of another brother. 
This time in the ancient 
Heart, the land of 
literacy, education and 
Scholars, but prisoner of 
compelled sayings and 
guns. fiands are 
contaminated in blood, 
and bodies are weltering 
in blood. Buildings are 
destroyed in fire, fear 
and terror covers the city 
in itself. 

A son is sacrificing and 
his father flows rivers of 
blood and fire for taking 
his vengeance. 

All this occurs in the 
existence of Constitution 
and claims of overall 
security and 

reconstruction, 
drumming and 

performing oboe of their 
priority and showing 
others miserable. 


Since the last two years 
we are eyewitnesses 
again and again, of the 
refusal of the 

disarmament planning 
and formation of 
National Army in the 
Province of Herat by the 
dominants of this 
province. We have heard 
many times, that for 
keeping personal armies, 
they were persisting till 
declaring war and 

contracts. News of 

suppressing the 

oppositions was always 
warning about such 
disasters, but we 
remained silent, or we 
were involved in that 
conflagration from far 
away, you may say that 
we were taking pleasure 
of it. 

Greed and avarices have 
handed each other up to 
the point that if nothing 
is done by these releases 
and sending of high- 



level delegations, even 
worsen effects can be 
anticipate, which will 
frustrate the situation 
I do accept that the 
murder of the Minster of 
Civil Aviation and 
Tourism was a casual 
action and the result of 
obstinacy, which is 
generously rewarded to 
our youths by guns and 
musketries, but the 
intention of malice 
against the governor of 
Herat, that nevertheless 
he could rescue himself, 
was something already 
planned. 

This accident might take 
place repeatedly in every 
avenue, city, and 
province of our country. 
If we haven't learned 
anything form this 
tragedy, and even now if 
we question the National 
Army even more than 
previous by the names of 
"Fairly" and "Unfairly", 



"Unnecessary", and 
disregard them, and do 
not state, the rightful 
demand of our people 
and our nation worthy, 
which is the abolition 
of personal armed 
forces and its 
replacement with 
Security and Peace 
Keeping Forces. 
Anyhow, as it is said 
"a king knows how to 
manage a country's 
affairs", we humbly 
request (even though, 
we have warned the 
authorities several 
times and repetitively 
about the occurrence 
of such accidents), that 
the responsibility of 
every drop of blood 
shed on the earth 
unjustly in present 
situations, is upon all 
of us, and its stains 
will not leave the laps 
of any of us. 


Kami Outlines Vision for Afghani® tan 

o 

at International Conference 


BERLIN (AFP) 
President Karzai spoke 
of a vision of 
Afghanistan paying its 
own way in the world 
within a decade after 
he arrived here for an 
international 
conference on his war- 
ravaged country. 
Speaking after talks 
with Chancellor 

Gerhard Schroeder, the 
president said he 
hoped donations to be 
pledged at the 
conference would help 
make the country 
autonomous. 

"We have a plan for 
Afghanistan to take our 
country by the year 
2014 to a higher 
income per capita, a 
higher state of 
legitimacy, a direct 
democracy for our 
people and more 
stability and peace," he 
told a joint news 
conference. 

He said his government 
wanted to create "an 
Afghanistan that will no 
longer be a burden on 
the shoulders of the 
world and the countries 
friendly to it, an 
Afghanistan that will be 
able to pay for itself." 
Schroeder promised 
"we will do everything 
we can to make this 
conference a success." 
The two-day talks, are 
being co-chaired by the 
United Nations, 

Afghanistan, Germany 
and Japan and are 


drawing hundreds of 
ministers and officials 
from some 60 countries 
and organizations, 
including 20 foreign 
ministers. 

The conference will 
assess progress so far 
in the country's 
reconstruction and 
decide what still needs 
to be done to make the 
central Asian country 
more secure, stable 
and peaceful. 

German Overseas 
Development Minister 
Heidemarie Wieczorek- 
Zeul said Kabul could 

receive pledges of a 
total of around nine 
billion dollars (7.37 
billion euros) spread 
over three years. 

"That would be 
realistic," she told ZDF 
public television 

Tuesday. 

She said that if 
Afghanistan's 
reconstruction was 
pursued successfully, 
"we will have 

eliminated one of the 
root causes of 

terrorism." 

However, Afghan 
Finance Minister Ashraf 
Ghani said earlier this 
month that 27.5 billion 
dollars would be 
needed to rebuild over 
the next seven years 
and that \ previous 
pledges - "vastly 
underestimated" 
Afghanistan's needs. 
The 

conference is being 


held in the 
Intercontinental Hotel 
in west Berlin, which 
was being sealed off as 
part of security 
measures involving up 
to 2,500 police. 

Traffic was diverted 
from neighboring 

streets, police-manned 
patrol boats deployed 
in the canal and 
snipers positioned on 
rooftops. 

US Secretary of State 
Colin Powell, his British 
counterpart Jack Straw 
and NATO chief Jaap 
de Hoop Scheffer are 
expected, as is Jean 
Arnault, who is the UN 
envoy on Afghanistan 
The conference will 
focus on stabilizing 
Karzai's government, 
boosting its authority in 
the lawless regions and 
stepping up security. 
Another key element 
will be how to combat 
the production of illegal 
drugs, which is the 
country's biggest 

industry. Officials hope 
an agreement might be 
signed between 

Afghanistan and its 
neighbours on tackling 
the problem. 

Several countries, 
including Britain and 
the United States, also 
say they want to 
extend a program of 
civilian-military 
reconstruction teams. 
Meanwhile, Karzai's 
administration hopes 
his decision to hold 
presidential and 


parliamentary elections 
in September will boost 
confidence in the 
process, despite being 
delayed by three 
months from their 
original date. 

Mark Malloch Brown, 
the administrator of the 
UN Development 
Program, said it was 
essential for NATO 
troops to deploy right 
across the country to 
ensure the 

elections could be held 
safely. 

"They have got to get 
going quickly. It's not 
just a matter of having 

troops there on the day 
to secure the 
ballot boxes and 
election stations, it's 
having created a 
sufficient 

sense of security and 
peace to create the 
conditions for peaceful 
fair elections to be 
held,''. 

But John Sifton, an 
Afghanistan researcher 
for Human Rights 
Watch, accused the 
international 
community of virtually 
giving up on the 
country. 

"The international 
community over the 
last two years has 
basically dropped the 
ball on reconstruction," 
he added, saying only 
a fraction of the 
amount of money 
pledged had actually 
found its way _ into 
Afghanistan. 



During the last long¬ 
term civil wars, 
especially after the year 
1371 and during the era 
of Taliban, the people 
of our country have 
endured such problems, 
and have seen and 
heard such crimes, that 
we cannot imagine any 
pattern of that in the 
history of human being, 
and will never occur. 

By the emerge of 
Interim and Transitional 
authorities, the 

deadened hopes of the 
annoyed people of our 
society, were about to 
revive in all areas for an 
entire peace and 
security. 

The people were 
thinking that those Civil 
and Military 

responsiblcs. during the 
period of Mujahcdecn 


callous. 

Because of the 
•tyrannies, bribes, 

corruptions. 

misappropriation of 
administration and 
delaying people's 

works by such Civil and 
-Military dominants. 
People complained 
from all over the 
country to the Central 
Administration, but no 
step has been taken yet. 
and if taken, that is only 
changes in their seats. 

In Bamvan the 
displacement of 5000 
Pushtoons and Tajiks 
by Hazaras, quitting 
their paternal homes 
and lands, annoyance of 
the people in the north 
of the country by 
commanders, forcing 
people to quit their 
homes. visiting of 


personal advantages. 
Because of staying of 
these responsible on 
power for a long term, 
they have taken a‘nd 
strengthen their roots, 
and have gained that 
much money froifi 
governmental incomes 
and other people, which 
enabled them to find 
many partials for 
themselves, who 

compels the people to 
quit their homes, and 
then take advantage of 
their lands and 
revenues. 

If the government will 
not obstruct and prevent 
the dictatorial actions of 
such persisting faction 
dominants. some of 
which arc even partials 
of Taliban, who may 
create even more 
problems for bringing 


who escaped after the 
merge of Taliban, and 
now once again by the 
help of the Coalition 
Forces, have gained 
different scats of power, 
would have forgotten 
their previous habits; 
and now will serve the 
people and the country 
honestly, but 

unfortunately that some 
of them were even 


elders to the Central 
Administration and 
their complaining, all 
these are sorts of 
cruelties and 

obstinacies which 

indicates that even until 
now there is no 
faithfulness to the 
orders of Central 
Administration and law 
in contrast to their 
obstinacies and 


peace and security, in 
that ease the Central 
Administration would 
have begotten a calamitv 
for itself, as a result these 
warlords and commanders 
will be making ftin of the 
orders of the Central 
Administration, and will 
be laughing upon that, 
and while laughing, the 
name of Peace wil I be Wst 
in the smokes. 




The United States is 
sending up to 2,000 
more marines to 
Afghanistan to step up 
the hunt for Osama Bin 
Laden and other al- 
Qaeda and Taleban 
leaders. 

The troops will join about 
12,000 US troops already 
in the country. 

Pakistan has also 
announced to reinforce its 
operation in the tribal 

areas on its side of the 
bordei. 

Pakistani forces there 
have launched a full-scale 
assault against al-Qaeda 
and foreign militants and 
the tribesmen believed to 
be protecting them. 

"We are pursuing with the 
Pakistanis parallel, 

complementary efforts on 
both sides of the 
borders," a US military 
spokesman told the BBC. 
This amounts to a 
significant stepping up of 
the pressure, but is not 
the final US push against 
al-Qaeda - nor an explicit 
mission to capture Bin 
Laden. 

The US launched a new 
offensive in Afghanistan 
two weeks ago. 

Operation Mountain 
Storm - like many earlier 


operations - was intended 
to find and destroy 
remaining al-Qaeda and 
Taleban elements. 

Before the launch, the 
Pentagon had dispatched 
key reinforcements to 
Afghanistan including 
Special Forces and a 
variety of airborne 
surveillance systems. 

US military spokesman in 
Kabul, Colonel Brian 
Hilferty, told the BBC the 

new deployments 
currently based on ships 
in the Persian Gulf - 
would join the hunt "both 
for the leadership of the 
Taleban - and al-Qaeda". 
"We- are getting much 
better intelligence from 
the Afghan people" on the 
whereabouts of the 
militants, Col Hilferty told 
the BBC's Newshour 
program. 

There was a lot of talk 
just a few weeks ago 
about a major US "spring 
offensive" designed to 
knock out any chance of 
the Taleban and al-Qaeda 
re-grouping, our 

correspondent says. 

And even though this 
might not be the "spring 
offensive", this is a major 
operation that fits into a 
continuous pattern, he 


says. 

Afghanistan is also 
preparing for critical 
elections and Operation 
Mountain Storm along with 
the additional marines are 
all part of a package 
intended to enable those 
elections to take place in 
an atmosphere of relative 
calm. 

Pakistan's information 
minister said more army 
troops were being 
mobilized for what might 
be another onslaught 
against the al-Qaeda and 
foreign militants in the 
mountainous region of 
South Waziristan province. 
The announcement follows 
the failure of efforts by 
tribal leaders to negotiate 
the release of 14 hostages, 
most of them government 
forces taken at the 
beginning of the offe'nsive 
last week. 

In an interview with a 
leading Pakistani 

newspaper, the army 
commander in charge of 
the operation, General 
Saftar Hussein, said he 
wanted to wind it up by 
Saturday. 

He said the mission to 
destroy hundreds of 
militants and deny them 
sanctuary had been 
accomplished. 

About 30 soldiers and a 
number of militants have 
died in the fighting. 

The government launched 
the operation - involving 
5,000-7,500 troops 
believing a "high-value 
target" was among the 
militants. 

That figure was initially 
reported to be al-Qaeda 
deputy leader Ayman al- 
Zawahri, but it is thought 
that if he was there it 
appears he has now 
escaped. 
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